Interview with 

Ramon Romo 

Recreation Director 

Souther California Farmers' Association Camp 
Cucamong, California 


I came up here for five years as a bracero working for Mr. Orton until 
he has now arranged for me to come up under a vixa. I am in charge of the 
athletic program at this camp and I also help Mr. Orton's son run the Camp 
commissarye We sell magazines, candy and cigarettes; radios, clothing, and 
just about anything else that the men might want. 

The men are very much interested in sports. Many of them are fond of 
baseball. so we bought some very expensive equipment so that we could have 
a camp team. We bought baseball gloves and spiked shoes; and catchers! masks, 
and balls and bats, and then we went to local merchants and got them inter- 
ested in helping us provide uniforms which were a little too expensive for 
us to handle by ourselves. On the backs of the uniforms you will see the 
names of the sponsors, Bank of America, and so forth and so on, During 
the spring our team used to play games against local teams, at the present 
time however, we don't have enough men in camp to keep the baseball team 
goinge 

Many of the men are fond of volley-ball and we have a volley-ball court 
here. Some like to play basketballx; we have a boxing ring in the middle of 
the camp and we have training quarters where the men go l&#ft weights and get 
in training for boxing matches. But the favorite sport of all seems to be 
soccer-football. Most of the memchexx year we have a Camp soccer team and 
we shedule a series of soccer games with the other camps in this area, and 
we also had some games against local teams. The only trouble is all we have 
here is a dirt field at the present time which is full of rocks and the 
visiting teams weren't too happy about playing on it. On the other hand, 
we didn't like to play too many games away from camp, because the whole 
point of having the team was that it would be a benefit to our own mene 


Only eleven men can actually play on the team but 500 men can watch the 


games. Mr. Orton promises me that by next fall he will have a soccer field 
planted with grass; then we will be able to invite teams here from Los Angeles 
and all over. We enjoy playing games against the Irwindale and San Antonio 
camps, but they are small camps and we axe were winning all the games, which 
takes faxmm some of the fun out of it. 

My idea is that the recreation program for the braceros ought to be 
put on a more systematic basis, Maybe even a nationwide basis. I think 
a special effort should be made to see that we get a larger number of men 
who are interested in participating in athletics. I also think that it 
would be a very good idea if some of our better teams would go on tours 
playing games against fmorckem various college and university teams; and things 
of this sort. I think this would go a long way toward creating more good-will 
for the bracero program and also between the U.S. and Mexico as a whole. 

You ask how I, myself, have made out as a result of the program. Well, 
I come from the state of Aguas Calientes, which as you may know is a state 
right in the center of Mexico; high in altiitude and very dry. Many of 


the states on the sea coast are wich, but Aguas Calientes is very poor. 


When I was coming up here as a bracero many, many men from Aguas Calientes 


were also coming as braceros. I don't know how it is now but as I myself 
am EExKKEEER Concerned, I bought a ranch with the money that I was able to 
save and there are now fifteen families working on this ranch of mine. To 
give you an idea of hw well I have made out, I am able to pay these entire 


fifteen families for their labor with the money I am making here. 


